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When We Collided, written by Emery Lord, is a captivating and highly
acclaimed young adult novel that explores themes of love, loss, and the
complexities of family relationships. First published in 2016, the book has
since gained widespread recognition for its relatable characters, poignant
plot, and insightful exploration of universal human experiences.
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This comprehensive analysis will delve into the intricate tapestry of When
We Collided, examining its characters, plot, themes, and literary devices.
We will explore how Lord's skillful writing craft creates a deeply moving and
thought-provoking narrative that resonates with readers of all ages.

Characters

When We Collided features a cast of well-developed and multidimensional
characters who drive the narrative forward.

Liv

The protagonist of the novel, Liv, is a complex and relatable character. She
is a talented artist who struggles with anxiety and depression. Liv's journey
of self-discovery and healing is at the heart of the story.

Eli

Eli is Liv's love interest, a charming and enigmatic musician. His troubled
past and struggles with addiction add depth and complexity to his
character. Eli's relationship with Liv becomes a catalyst for both of their
personal growth.

Rosa

Rosa is Liv's best friend, a loyal and supportive figure. Her unwavering
presence provides Liv with emotional stability and a sense of belonging.

Finn

Finn is Liv's older brother, a successful businessman with a strained
relationship with his family. His return home forces Liv to confront her own
family dynamics and the complex emotions surrounding her father's death.



Plot

The plot of When We Collided unfolds over the course of a summer in New
York City. Liv, Eli, Rosa, and Finn navigate their relationships, personal
struggles, and the challenges of adulthood.

The story begins with Liv and Rosa's chance encounter with Eli in Central
Park. As they spend more time together, Liv finds herself falling for Eli's
charm and vulnerability. However, Eli's demons threaten to derail their
relationship.

Meanwhile, Liv grapples with her anxiety and depression, seeking solace in
her art. Her strained relationship with Finn and the absence of her father
create emotional turmoil that she must overcome.

As the summer progresses, the characters face pivotal decisions that test
their bonds and challenge their beliefs. The novel culminates in a powerful
and emotionally resonant climax that leaves a lasting impact on readers.

Themes

When We Collided explores a multitude of universal themes that resonate
deeply with readers.

Love and Loss

The novel delves into the intricacies of love and loss. Liv and Eli's
relationship is a central focus, as they navigate the complexities of falling in
love while grappling with their own emotional baggage.

Family Dynamics



Family relationships are another major theme in the book. Liv's strained
relationship with Finn and the absence of her father play a significant role in
shaping her character and the story's development.

Overcoming Adversity

Each of the main characters faces their own unique challenges. Liv
struggles with anxiety and depression, Eli battles addiction, and Finn
grapples with his past and his strained family ties. The novel explores how
these characters confront their demons and find resilience in the face of
adversity.

Literary Devices

Emery Lord employs various literary devices to enhance the narrative and
convey the story's themes.

Foreshadowing

Lord subtly foreshadows events throughout the novel. For example, Liv's
nightmares and hallucinations hint at underlying emotional turmoil that will
later manifest.

Symbolism

The novel uses symbolism to convey deeper meanings. Liv's art, for
instance, becomes a symbol of her inner struggles and her journey of self-
discovery.

First-Person Narration

The story is told from Liv's first-person perspective, which allows readers to
experience her thoughts, feelings, and emotions firsthand.



When We Collided by Emery Lord is a compelling and thought-provoking
young adult novel that offers a nuanced exploration of love, loss, family
dynamics, and overcoming adversity. Its relatable characters, poignant plot,
and insightful themes have resonated with countless readers around the
world.

Through her skillful use of literary devices, Lord creates a deeply moving
narrative that lingers in the mind long after the final page is turned. When
We Collided is a must-read for anyone seeking a story that explores the
complexities of human experience with honesty, empathy, and genuine
heart.
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