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True Grit is a novel by Charles Portis published in 1968. The novel tells the
story of 14-year-old Mattie Ross, who hires U.S. Marshal Reuben J.
'Rooster' Cogburn to track down Tom Chaney, the man who killed her
father. The novel was adapted into a film in 1969 and a Coen brothers
remake in 2010.

Plot

The novel begins with Mattie Ross arriving in Fort Smith, Arkansas, to hire
a U.S. Marshal to track down Tom Chaney. She meets Reuben J. 'Rooster'
Cogburn, a grizzled old lawman with a reputation for being tough and
ruthless. Mattie is unimpressed by Cogburn's appearance and demeanor,
but she is determined to find her father's killer.
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Cogburn agrees to take the case, and he and Mattie set out on their
journey. They are joined by LaBoeuf, a Texas Ranger who is also on the
trail of Chaney. The three of them travel through Indian Territory, facing
danger and hardship along the way. They eventually track down Chaney
and bring him to justice.

Characters

Mattie Ross is a 14-year-old girl who is determined to find her father's
killer. She is intelligent, resourceful, and brave. Mattie is a complex
character, and she is not always easy to like. She can be arrogant and
judgmental, but she is also fiercely loyal and determined.

Reuben J. 'Rooster' Cogburn is a U.S. Marshal who is hired by
Mattie to track down Tom Chaney. Cogburn is a grizzled old lawman
with a reputation for being tough and ruthless. He is a complex
character, and he is not always easy to like. He can be rude, arrogant,
and violent, but he is also brave, loyal, and determined.

LaBoeuf is a Texas Ranger who is also on the trail of Tom Chaney.
LaBoeuf is a young, idealistic lawman who is determined to bring
Chaney to justice. He is a complex character, and he is not always
easy to like. He can be naive and impulsive, but he is also brave, loyal,
and determined.

Tom Chaney is the man who killed Mattie's father. Chaney is a cold-
blooded killer who is wanted for murder. He is a complex character,
and he is not always easy to hate. He is a product of his environment,
and he is not entirely responsible for his actions.

Themes



True Grit is a novel that explores a number of themes, including:

The importance of justice. Mattie is determined to find her father's
killer, and she will stop at nothing to bring him to justice. The novel
shows that justice is important, even if it is difficult to achieve.

The power of determination. Mattie, Cogburn, and LaBoeuf are all
determined to achieve their goals, no matter what obstacles they face.
The novel shows that determination is a powerful force, and it can help
people overcome even the most difficult challenges.

The complexity of human nature. The characters in True Grit are all
complex and flawed. They are not always easy to like, but they are all
human. The novel shows that human nature is complex, and that there
is good and bad in everyone.

Legacy

True Grit is a classic Western novel that has been praised for its complex
characters, gripping plot, and evocative setting. The novel has been
adapted into two films, a 1969 version starring John Wayne and a 2010
version starring Jeff Bridges. Both films were critical and commercial
successes.

True Grit is a timeless Western tale that continues to resonate with readers
and viewers today. The novel is a reminder that justice is important,
determination is powerful, and human nature is complex.

Further Reading

The New York Times: 'True Grit,' a Classic Western

The Washington Post: 'True Grit': A Western That's Still True



The Guardian: True Grit: Coen brothers remake is a triumph

### Relevant : "A vintage poster for the classic Western film True Grit,
featuring John Wayne as U.S. Marshal Reuben J. 'Rooster' Cogburn."
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