
Explore Idaho's Angler's Paradise: A
Comprehensive Guide to the State's Best
Fishing Waters
Idaho, renowned for its pristine wilderness and abundance of water bodies,
offers anglers a paradise teeming with trophy-sized fish and breathtaking
scenery. This comprehensive guide will delve into the state's most
exceptional fishing destinations, providing detailed information on species,
techniques, and the best times to visit. Whether you're a seasoned pro or a
novice angler, Idaho's waters are sure to ignite your passion for the sport.

Henrys Lake: A Fly-Fishing Mecca

Situated in the heart of eastern Idaho, Henrys Lake is an iconic fly-fishing
destination. Its crystal-clear waters are home to a thriving population of
cutthroat, rainbow, and brown trout. The lake's shallow depths and
abundant aquatic vegetation provide ideal feeding grounds for these
formidable fish. Casting dries or nymphs during dawn or dusk is highly
effective, especially for rising trout.
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Redfish Lake: Where Monsters Lurk

Nestled within the Sawtooth Mountains, Redfish Lake is renowned for its
trophy-sized rainbow trout. These giants can exceed 20 pounds and put up
a thrilling fight. Trolling with lures or bait is a common method, but jigging
with live baitfish can also be highly productive. The lake's breathtaking
scenery, with towering granite peaks and pristine shoreline, adds to the
overall fishing experience.

Priest Lake: Serenity and Abundant Salmon

Located in northern Idaho, Priest Lake is a sprawling freshwater body
renowned for its solitude and abundant kokanee salmon. These landlocked
salmon are known for their bright red coloration and exceptional table
quality. Casting spoons or bait from a boat or trolling along the shoreline is
effective. The lake's pristine waters, surrounded by towering forests,
provide a serene ambiance that enhances the fishing experience.

Cœur d'Alene Lake: A Multi-Species Paradise

Spanning the Idaho-Washington border, Cœur d'Alene Lake is a vast and
diverse fishery. Anglers can target rainbow, cutthroat, and lake trout, as well
as largemouth and smallmouth bass. The lake's numerous bays and inlets
offer ample cover and structure for these fish. Using spinnerbaits,
crankbaits, or live bait is recommended. The lake's scenic shorelines and
recreational amenities make it a popular destination for families and
anglers alike.

Lake Pend Oreille: Trophy Rainbow Trout and Giant Lake Trout

Known as the "Lake of the Pend d'Oreilles," this vast north Idaho lake is
renowned for its trophy-sized rainbow trout and giant lake trout. Trolling



deep-diving lures or using downriggers is effective for reaching these
behemoths. The lake's scenic coves and islands provide sheltered fishing
spots and breathtaking views.

Snake River: World-Class Rainbow Trout

Traversing southern Idaho, the Snake River boasts world-class rainbow
trout fishing. The river's fast-flowing waters and abundant insect life create
a perfect environment for these magnificent fish. Fly-fishing with dry flies or
streamers is highly effective. The river's scenic canyons and rugged
shorelines add to the adventure.

Salmon River: A Steelhead Haven

The Salmon River, known as the "River of No Return," is a legendary
steelhead fishery. These sea-run rainbow trout enter the river from the
Pacific Ocean during the spring and fall runs. Anglers use drift fishing or
swinging flies to target these powerful fish. The river's pristine wilderness
setting and rugged canyons provide an unforgettable fishing experience.

Lochsa River: A Backcountry Gem

A tributary of the Clearwater River, the Lochsa River is a remote and scenic
backcountry stream. Its crystal-clear waters are home to wild rainbow trout
and bull trout. Fly-fishing with dries or nymphs is most effective. The river's
rugged canyon walls and cascading waterfalls create a challenging and
rewarding fishing experience.

Idaho's exceptional fishing waters offer anglers a diverse range of species
and unforgettable experiences. From the pristine mountain lakes to the
mighty rivers, there's a fishing destination to suit every preference. Whether
you seek trophy trout, battling steelhead, or serene salmon fishing, Idaho's



waters are sure to deliver a memorable adventure. Grab your gear, cast
your line, and immerse yourself in the beauty and abundance of Idaho's
world-class fisheries.
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Off Balance: Dominique Moceanu's Inspiring
Memoir
A Heartfelt Account of a Champion's Journey and Advocacy In her
gripping memoir, "Off Balance," former Olympic gymnast and vocal
advocate...
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